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??...Hmmm...?? 

If a man is standing in the 
middle of the forest speaking 
and there is no woman 
around to hear him...is he still 
wrong? 

 

How come Superman can stop 
bullets with his chest but he 
always ducks when someone 
throws a gun at him ? 

 

Why does slow down & slow 
up mean the same thing?  

 

What am I? 

Take away my first letter and 
I am unchanged; 

       Take away my second 

letter and I am unchanged; 
       Take away all my 

remaining letters and I am still 
unchanged 

Answer next month..  
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"True thanksgiving 
means that we need to 
thank God for what He 
has done for us and not 

to tell Him what we 
have done for Him."  

 

- George R. Hendrick 

òF     or as much as it is the indispensable Duty of all Men to adore the 
superintending Providence 
of Almighty God; to 
acknowledge with 
Gratitude their Obligation 
to Him for Benefits 
received, and to implore 
such farther Blessings as 
they stand in Need of: And 
it having pleased Him in 
His abundant Mercy, not 
only to continue to us the 
innumerable Bounties of 
His common Providenceéó  òThat at one Time and with one Voice, the 
good People may express the grateful Feelings of their Hearts, and 
consecrate themselves to the Service of their Divine Benefactor; and that, 
together with their sincere Acknowledgments and Offerings, they may 
join the penitent Confession of their manifold Sins, whereby they had 
forfeited every Favor; and their humble and earnest Supplication that it 
may please GOD through the Merits of JESUS CHRIST, to forgive and 
blot them out of Remembranceéó   

 Do those words sound like 
something youõve ever heard before?  
They were taken from the First 
National Proclamation of 
Thanksgiving, given by the 

Continental Congress of 1777.  The first Thanksgiving celebration in the 
United States took place in 1619, yet it was not an official òlegaló holiday 
until 1941. 

 Amazingly, it took over 300 years to make a day of Thanksgiving 
into law.  There were presidential proclamations made most years, but 
nothing made into law.  However, since 

A step back in timeé 
 

...get back on a righteous 

journey...  

Continued on page 10 
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chronicles one mystery worshipperõs assessment of a church visit, òa 

water stain on the ceiling, a ôstuffy odorõ in the childrenõs area, a stray 

plastic bucket under the bathroom sink and a sullen greeter who failed 

to say good morning before the worship service (p W1).ó  

 As much as I love this approach, it leaves me with a nagging 

feeling that all is not okay.  It has great value for a consumer church but 

I wonder what Jesus would look for as a mystery worshipper.  I have a 

hard time seeing Jesus getting bent out of shape over a bucket under 

the sink, or a stuffy odor anywhere.  I recall that on one of His mystery 

trips He overturned the money boxes and whipped the fool out of the 

vendors.  I bet that is not in the mystery worshipper handbook!   

 The caution is this, we can have all of the details right but miss 

it on the content of 

worship.  We can get 

hung up on the 

unswept corners of the 

church and totally miss 

the unswept corners of 

our heart.  We can nod 

in approval at the shine 

on the floor and miss 

the Shekinah glory of 

the presence of the 

Lord.  We can smile at 

the ease at which we 

find parking and miss the sacrifice of our life abandoned to God.  

 Good things are good things.  But the best things are necessary 

things.  Communicating excellence through the operation of the church 

is a good thing.  Finding God in church is the necessary thing.  Do both 

but default to the latter.   

Goode Thoughts  cont... Goode Thoughts  

 I appreciate the current movement in many churches to 

provide excellence to their parishioners and to the communities they 

identify as their ministry area.  Excellence in facilities means 

cleanliness, good lighting, easily read signs, efficient human traffic 

flows, and secure parking areas.  In childcare it means developmentally 

appropriate educational events and classroom environments.  It 

includes child safety and well being.  In hospitality it means providing 

community places that nurture relationships, greeters that greet with a 

smile, welcome centers that are well informed, and parking lot 

attendants that make arriving at church as painless as possible.  In 

worship it means services that are well planned, music that 

communicates to the participants, and messages that are applicable to 

everyday life.   

 The rationale driving the movement is that we are 

worshipping and representing the creator, the God of gods, the great 

lover, the just ruler and we do not want to diminish our worship or his 

reputation with second or third rate efforts.  It is a rationale modeled in 

the sacrificial system of the Old Testament where the sacrifice was to be 

the finest from the crop or herd, 

unblemished as the Bible says.   

 A mystery worshipper is 

one method churches are using to 

assure such excellence.  It is a trend 

that caught the attention of the 

Wall Street Journal to the tune of a 

two page full length article (òThe 

mystery worshipper,ó Oct 10, 

2008.)  Mystery worshippers are 

modeled on the mystery shoppers 

of the retail industry, undercover 

worshippers who attend church 

with a critical eye to anything 

wrong and right. The article 
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