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??...Hmmm...?? 
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t seems like with everything going on in the world today, more and 
more people are asking why?  Why would anyone want to be in the 

military?  The question always involves things like the United States doesnõt 
belong in this war.  That has been said throughout history; both Gulf wars, 
Viet Nam, Korea, World War II & I, etc.  Well, I am no politician, so I will not 
even get into the politics of that question.  I will give an opinion on the 
question, why do you serve? 
 I remember, as a kid, watching my uncleõs slides taken when he was 
flying in Viet Nam.  As a young boy, those things fascinated me to no end.  I 
was amazed with the bright streaks and planes everywhere.  At the time, I 
was too young to understand the streaks were bullets and the planes were 
flying on real war missions. I decided to join the Navy, just like my uncle, 
and so the summer after high school, down I 
went.  I was assigned into a fighter squadron 
and believe it or not, it was the very same 
squadron my uncle was in.  I was excited and 
ready to take on the world.  We were sent 
here and there to keep up the presence of the 
United States military.  During my 
enlistment, I came to realize that this was a 
serious and dangerous business to be in.  
While conducting our missions, people were 
killed and injured in the line of duty.   At the end of my enlistment I came 
back to New Mexico, but I could not get the military out of my system, so I 
joined the Army National Guard.   
 What was it that would draw me back to something that is 
inherently dangerous?  Why would I want to go back to long hours, weeks 
sometimes months away from my family, and living out of a bag?  It is hard 
to explain unless you have served in the military, but I think it was the 
brotherhood, the camaraderieship; those people that you share laughter, as 
well as hard times with; the person who will be watching your back while 
you watch theirs.  For me it was also a since of patriotic pride; a chance to 
defend a way of life in the greatest country in the world.  If you donõt believe 

Page 3 

cont. on page 10 

www.cbanm.org  

I  

 As income tax time approaches, did you 
ever notice: When you put the two 
words "The" and "IRS" together it 
spells  "THEIRS"? 

Why is the fear of long words called  

hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia? 

 

Just before someone gets nervous do they 
experience cocoons in their stomachs? Do you know what a soldier 

is young man? Heõs the chap 
who makes it possible for 

civilized folk to despise war.  

 ~Allan Massie  




