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??...Hmmm...?? 

What does nothing look 
like? 

 

Why does slow down & 
slow up mean the same 
thing? 

 

Why do banks charge you a 
" non-sufficient funds" fee 
on money they already 
know you don't have? 

 

 

 

How did the big 

mountain know that 

the little mountain was 

fibbing?  

Answer next 
month.. 
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"Just think of stepping on shore and 
finding it Heaven,  

of touching a hand and finding it 
God's, 

of breathing new air and finding it 
celestial, 

of waking up in glory and finding it 
home!" 

- Don Wyrtzen 

F   aster than a race car.  Faster than a speeding bullet.  Look on the wall, 
what is it?  Itõs a calendar!  The days and months are screaming by at 
supersonic speeds.  If we could figure out how to harness the speed of the 
calendar for travel, we would be able to travel from New Mexico to 
Australia in about 10 minutes.  Time is not standing still and no matter 
what we want or need it will not stop.  

 What would you do if you 
could control time?  All of us has made 
the statement, if I knew then what I 
know now.  What if you could travel 
back to that point and change things 
would you?  What would be important 
enough to change?  I also ask the 
question, if you could control time 
wouldnõt that mean someone else could 
also and wouldn't that change your life?  
You have now entered the space time continuum and all of the confusing 
things that entails.  Remember the movie òBack to the Futureó?  Great 
Scott!!! 

 I have thought about going back and changing things, but then I 
realize that I am who I am because of the bad, as well as the good.  How 
would I know I do not like anchovies if there had not been some bad 
experience of tasting them.  Most people learn more and longer from their 
mistakes.  Think back to learning about something such as slamming a 
door on you hand.  You learned real fast not to have your hand there and 
you remember the pain.  What about running through a field barefoot and 
learning it was full of grassburrs.  I remember the trip to get out a field 
like that always seemed to take longer than it did to get in.  In fact if you 
think about it now, you can probably feel the pain today.  

 What of our relationship with God?  We humans always think we 
can do it better without Godõs help or when we pray we tell God what we 
need when we should be asking for His guidance.  You would think we 

Speedéé 
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 Fat chance of that happening, right?  My guess is, regardless 

of research (and laws), we will keep talking into the phone and 

driving full bore down the road.  

 There is another environment in which extra conversation 

creates a hostile environment.  That environment is our private 

place of prayer.  Have you noticed how easily prayer goes off track 

when other conversation impedes?  The source of the distraction 

may be other people, words 

on a paper, or background 

noise.  Most often, it is our 

own self-talk.  Our mind 

wonders, we talk through 

work situations, the next 

activity, lunch plans, 

yesterdayõs problem, and we 

move our eyes off of the object 

of our prayer.  It would be a 

lot easier if we could shut the 

noise off like a cell phone.  

Unfortunately, that is not 

possible.  

 The more reasonable answer is to keep focused on the object 

of our prayer.  A steady focus makes the background noise 

irrelevant. If you are prone to New Yearõs resolutions, add that one 

to your list.  If you do not make lists, climb into your quiet place 

with God and give him your full attention.  That will make 2009 a 

more fruitful year.  

Goode Thoughts   cont... Goode Thoughts    

 We live in a chatty world.  Every place you go there is 

human generated noise.  It may be person to person conversation, 

cell phone conversation, someone talking to himself or piped in 

music.  For you extraverted types, all of that noise is ear candy but 

for us introverts it can create a hostile environment.  

 An article in the Economist (òJust shut up, will you,ó 

December 6-12, 2008), cites research that indicates that cell phone 

conversation while driving also creates a hostile environment in the 

form of reduced traffic safety. We have been led to believe that the 

biggest danger in driving and phoning is the occupation of our 

hands while using the phone.  Albuquerque shares with other 

communities that have passed laws requiring hands free devices.  

The research cited by the article challenges the hands-free 

assumption. 

 Research is demonstrating that the preoccupation that 

reduces driver vigilance and reaction time is actually the phone 

conversation.  Think about it.  When we 

are on a phone call while driving is not 

our focus on the conversation?  We listen 

for details of the call, we visualize the 

speaker on the other end, and we 

concentrate on the situation that is the 

topic of conversation.  All of this 

distracts us from our driving.  The most 

obvious solution would be to declare 

automobiles cell-phone-free environments.  Car manufacturers, 

those that are still manufacturing, can plaster on the inside of each 

car a sticker with the infamous red circle and slash mark, a picture 

of a cell phone embossed in the slash mark.  Cell phones can be 

marked like cigarette packages, òusing this cell phone while 

operating a moving automobile can be hazardous to your health.ó 

Page 4 


