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Riddle me this ?!?!? 

        nother year is in the 

history books.  It doesn't 

seem possible to be enter-

ing the year 2008.  It was 

only yesterday we were 

getting ready for Y2K.  

The only thing that af-

fected was my VCR.   

     In today’s world of 

technology and speed, it 

seems like everything is 

faster and more push but-

ton.  Cell phones are now 

mini-computers.  What 

happened to the car bat-

tery sized phone that you 

had to lug around with 

two mules?  Some things 

have definitely taken us to 

the next generation.  I 

guess the scary part is 

most of today’s technology 

was inspired from the 

original Star Trek series, 

with Captain Kirk and 

Mr. Spock. 

    Is faster really better?  

Do you remember the days 

of actual handwritten let-

ters?  E-mails are cold and 

often misunder-

stood, but those 

handwritten letters 

could convey so 

much feeling and 

emotions with just 

a few strokes of the pen.  

You had the feeling that 

you were in the room with 

that person.  Letters had 

that smell of friendship 

Pre-school children 
were asked the follow-

ing question:  

 

  "In which direction 

is the bus pictured 

below traveling?" 

 

Look carefully at the 

picture.  

Do you know the an-

swer?  
 

(The only possible an-

swers are "left" or 

"right.")  
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and family.  In the Navy, 

while on the ship, I longed 

for a letter from my wife 

so that I could be with her 

for just a little piece of 

time.  Now days, the only 

thing that comes in the 

mail is bills or junk. 

     It seems like that 

when we talk to God, we 

are in a hurry so we send 

an e-mail or just text a 

message.   Because we are 

in an electronic age, we 

don’t have the time for a 

conversation or to wait on 

a letter.  I believe that 

God is waiting on just 

such a thing.  He wants 

that letter so that he can 

feel your emotions and 

have that warm smell to 

place him at your side.  

He wants to know the 

feelings of the words 

penned from your heart. 

  The next time you talk 

to God, try writing an 

old fashioned letter and 

then send it by way of 

knee-mail.   Sometimes 

it’s the simple things that 

say the most, if you give 

them the time. 

~ most of today’s technology 
was inspired from the original 

Star Trek series ~ 

Think about it  

 

Still don't know?  

 

Okay, I'll tell you.  

 

Next Month 



Just Thinking                      by Ken Goode   
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All of us have some environment or experience that we avoid because we are unsure how to 

negotiate it.  We make a wide circle around it.  There are many examples.  You can see it in grocery 

stores that have the self-pay checkout stations.  Watch folks stand in a long line at a cash register 

staffed by a person to avoid the often-empty self-checkout lane.  There are folks who have never 

been to church who would consider it except they do not know how to “do church.”  There are those 

who will not travel to a foreign country for fear they will not know how to get around. 

For years, one of the environments I avoided was a gym.  I wanted in the worst 

way to join one but it was foreign to me.  It was a major step the day I stopped at 

one, filled out the paperwork and signed up with a trainer.  The first day with the 

trainer was a blur.  He assessed my training needs, set up a program and taught 

me the use of the equipment.  My next visit was without a trainer.  I was as lost as 

a goose.  I could not remember which machines I was supposed to use.  I could 

not make heads or tails of my notes on the machine settings.  Therefore, like all 

honest people I faked it until I got it right.  It took about six months to become 

comfortable with the gym life but the trainer opened the door and shortened the 

learning curve. 

Churches experience the same thing when they consider penetrating, with the gospel, a culture or 

setting that is unlike their own.  The most obvious example is the mission trip whether foreign or 

domestic.  Most churches I have been involved with choose a mission destination that is radically 

different from their own so that the destination provides a “stretch and grow” experience for the 

participants.   If they are wise, they choose a trainer, someone who can coach them in engaging the 

culture.  It may be a native or someone like a missionary but it is someone who has some 

understanding and connection to both cultures. 

The least obvious “foreign culture” is the one in the church’s own neighborhood or service area.  

That culture may be a different socio-economic level, an ethnic or racial group or a lifestyle group.  

Regardless of the culture, effective, targeted ministry will involve a trainer. 

Often the local “foreign culture” is a disenfranchised population that suffers 

from the effects of poverty, violence, addictions and the litany of social ills.  

The Albuquerque area is fortunate to have the perfect trainer for these 

populations.  Love INC, Love In the Name of Christ, is a coalition of churches 

that mobilizes volunteers and resources to take the love of Christ into South 

Albuquerque.  If your church wants to apply its faith to communities needing 

the love of Christ, contact Love INC.  They would be happy to connect you 

and coach you in making a difference for the kingdom. 

Meanwhile, in 2008, challenge those places you fear to tread.  Grab the arm of a trainer and jump in.  

Have fun, grow, and expand the Kingdom. 
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Jan 15th 

CBA Executive 

Board  Meeting 

January 1 

Jan 9th 

CBA Administrative 

Committee  Meeting 

Answer to last month’s question ~               

"? Crimson. He broke your window."     

“Question Mark Crimson” 

There will be Evangelism Block 

Party Trailer Training on Janu-

ary 30th.  This training is re-

quired for your church to be able 

to check out the  trailer.  Call the 

CBA office to make a reservation. 

Old or Young Woman? 



2517 Wyoming Blvd NE 
PO Box 14789 
Albuquerque, NM 87191-4789 

Central Baptist A ssociation 

Phone: 505-243-2707 
Fax: 505-292-8638 
 

If you need more in-

formation, all signs 

point to our website… 

 

WWW.CBABQ.COM 


