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T   was the night before Christmas, and all through the city, people were 
running to stores, shopping with no pity.  The sound of a bell was in the 
air, cars dashing and parking without any care.  The children were 
screaming for the toys they wanted, while mom & dads with credit cards 
were undaunted.  With mama in her scarf and me in the car, I had settled 
down for a trip so far.  When from the department store there arose such a 
clatter, we ran to see just what was the matter.  The door was flung upon 
with a force from a boot, a shoplifter was running with his fresh stolen 
loot.  Security was close on his tail, determined that right would prevail.  
On Bob, On Carl, On Steve and Jim, we must hurry if we want to catch 
him.  Inside we went after nothing more to see, besides things like that 
donõt really concern me.  After shopping with shelves so bare, we stood in 
line till we had gray hair.  Back to car we did go, to drive back home and 
get out of the snow.  Must carry the things in if your able, just throw them 
down on top of the table.  Now to wrap the presents so none will know, 
and tie them tight with a bright happy bow.  Scissors in hand ready to cut 
in a flash, where are the receipts go dig them out of the trash.  After 
struggling and pulling the hairs out of my head, it time to go lay down in 
snug in our bed.  I am proud of the things we done this day, a lot of 
shopping and fun along the way.  On my pillow I think about today and 
develop a frown, Christmas has become all about running all over town.  
With that thought in mind I drift off to dream, we all need to think what 
Christmas really means.   

òFor unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.ó     

May you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!  

Twas the night before Christmas 
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??...Hmmm...?? 

Why is it when two planes 
almost hit each other it is 
called a near miss? 
Shouldn't it be called a 
near hit?  

 

Isn't the best way to save 
face to keep the lower part 
shut? 

 

If a book about failures 

doesn't sell, is it a success? 

 

 

 

What has 4 wheels and 
flies? 

 

Answer next 
month.. 
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Let us so live that 
when we come to 

die even the under-
taker will be sorry.  

 

Mark Twain  

http://quotes4all.net/authors/mark%20twain/quotes.html
http://quotes4all.net/authors/mark twain/quotes.html
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that endurance is not up to our personal strength and resources.  

Our endurance is dependent on the presence of God in us.  It is 

dependent on the God who owns not just the cattle on a 

thousand hills but also the hills and the planet that supports the 

hills and the universe in which the planet floats.  Like old King 

David said, God is our refuge in time of need.  He is our 

strength.  We 

need Christmas 

to shout that out 

to us, to tell us 

that God is 

strongest in our 

weakness.  The 

weakness of the 

baby conquered 

evil and brought 

complete 

redemption.  

That is not bad 

for a Christmas gift.  

 

The staff of Central Association prays that whatever 

circumstance you find yourself in this Christmas that you will 

rejoice in the gift of love and life the Father has sent and that you 

enjoy it in the company of those you love.   

MERRY CHRISTMAS family!  

Goode Thoughts   cont... Goode Thoughts    

Boy, do we need Christmas this year!  This year has been brutal 

with all of the financial crises, election year shenanigans, the war 

and other assorted crises.  Many folks have had their lives 

radically changed with job losses, home losses, investment 

losses, and surely some lost dreams.  Those of us who still have 

jobs and some money left in the wallet hold onto them with tight 

fists because we are not sure when things could change for us, 

and the turmoil become personal.   

We need Christmas this year.  Already it is predicted to be a 

dismal year for retail as consumers cut back on spending.  

Holiday sales are the make or break time for many companies 

and the potential of low sales creates a collective shudder 

throughout our economy.  Gifts under the tree, if not fewer, will 

certainly be less expensive.  Parties will probably not be as 

elaborate.  Travel to be with families for the holidays will be 

limited.   

We need Christmas this year.  We 

need Christmas to remind us that 

the world cannot always deliver 

on prosperity, comfort, stability 

and predictability.  Much of the 

world goes day-to-day, week-to-

week not sure of the next meal, or 

the next place to sleep, or even 

certain of personal safety and life.  

We are fortunate in this great country that most of us have some 

measure of a quality of life (though even in this country there are 

folks who experience serious deprivation) but it is not 

guaranteed. 

We need Christmas this year.  We need Christmas to remind us 
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